rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your
faith -- the salvation of your souls.

“An Inheritance Incorruptible”

The Offertory
Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Thy presence, And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, And uphold me with Thy free spirit.

Hymn 352 — O Savior, Precious Savior

The Offering
Prayer + The Lord's Prayer + Benediction
All: Amen, amen, amen!
Hymn 207:5-6 — Like the Golden Sun Ascending
+

+

+

Announcements
•
•

•

•

•

Today — A Bible Class Presentation is scheduled to follow this morning’s worship service. Confirmation Class will follow Bible Class.
ext Sunday — Grace-Sleepy Eye worship services (communion) begin
at 9 a.m. Worship (communion) here at Faith begins at 10:45 a.m. Sunday School is scheduled to precede next Sunday’s worship service.
Pastoral Call Returned - Call Meeting: After prayerful consideration,
Pastor Mike Wilke has returned the call to serve as pastor of Faith-New
Ulm and Grace-Sleepy Eye. Because of this, a call meeting with conference visitor, Pastor Jim Albrecht, is scheduled for tomorrow night at 7:30
p.m. at Grace-Sleepy Eye.
Church Spring Cleaning: Church spring cleaning has been set for the
first full week in May. For those who would like to clean with others, a
group will meet here at church on Monday, May 5, beginning at 9 a.m.
CLC ews: Berea Lutheran, Sioux Falls SD, has called the Rev. Matthew Hanel, pastor of St. Matthew Lutheran, Dallas TX.

Grace Responds to Grace — April 20, 2014
Attendance: 25
Unified Budget...................................................$280.00
Total...................................................................$280.00
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again
to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead …
- 1 Peter 1:3

APRIL 27, 2014 – 1ST SUDAY AFTER EASTER
Pre-service Meditation: Ps. 16, pg. 125; Organist: Kristen Friedrichs
Pastor: Opening Prayer
Hymn 207:1-4 — Like the Golden Sun Ascending
Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.
People: Amen.
Pastor: O Lord, open Thou my lips.
People: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
People: Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, Is now, and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen. Hallelujah!

Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor: God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.
People: If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Pastor: Let us pray together:
People: Almighty God, merciful Father, I am sinful by nature, and have sinned
against You in my thoughts, words, and actions. But I am sorry for my transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, to be gracious and merciful unto me. Forgive me for Jesus' sake, renew me by Your Spirit, and lead
me in the way everlasting. Amen.
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Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven you all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your
guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May the Lord, who has begun this
good work in you, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
[All Sing]: God, we praise You! God, we bless You!
God, we name You sovereign Lord!
Mighty King whom angels worship,
Father by Your Church adored: All creation shows Your glory; Heav’n and
earth draw near Your throne
Singing “Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts and God alone!”
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Pastor: Prayer for the Day
People: Amen.

1st Scripture Reading – Acts 2:14a, 22-32
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them … 22
" Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to
you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your
midst, as you yourselves also know -- 23 "Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands,
have crucified, and put to death; 24 "whom God raised up, having loosed the
pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 25
"For David says concerning Him: 'I foresaw the LORD always before my face,
For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart
rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.
27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy
One to see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You
will make me full of joy in Your presence.' 29 "Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day. 30 "Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according
to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 "he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not
left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 "This Jesus God has raised
up, of which we are all witnesses.
Pastor: Alleluia, Alleluia. But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)
Alleluia!
Congregation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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2nd Scripture Reading – John 20:19-31
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord!
Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 20 When He
had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you!
As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22 And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 "If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained." 24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, "We
have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe." 26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into
My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 28 And Thomas answered and
said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because
you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed." 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.
Pastor: Here ends our 2nd Scripture reading.
People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

The Apostles’ Creed -- Hymnal, pg. 12
Hymn 208:1-8 — Ye Sons and Daughters of the King

The Sermon – 1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the
power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have
been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being
much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be
found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom
having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you
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